Northern light

A Cairns luxury hotel is the gateway to a gourmet
food experience in the state’s far north

Stery ANOOSKA TUCKER-EVANS

nin-house LA pumps

up-tempo Latin beats, as

professtonal salsa dancers spin,

twist and dip in rhythmical

harmony to the music,
Amateurs are encouragesd to jom in,
attempting the fst-moving Feotwork amid
outhursts of laughter, while others watch
o, sl and sipping sangria amd sall-
rimmied margaritas,

Pachamama al Crystalbrook Bailey in
Calirns sure knows how 1o turn on the goeod
vibes, Orpening mid 2022 beside the hotel's
s, the Andes-inspleed bar and eatery in
the CBLY boasts stop-and-stare views of the
medintaing and ocean and an atmosphens
puaranteed to put you in party mode
empanadi in one haml, espresso martind in
the ather, 11 this Fvely spirit that Cagmes"
post-Covid renaissance is all aloul.

Crvstalbrook Bailey — and its various

fioid -::-I'T-.'rin',_'x puis wigilors fght in the
heart of the action. Guests can choose to
gtay in oolowrful and contermporary hotel
ronms occupying one of the property’s twao
towers, or the more homely, commaodious
“Hesubenoes” with one. two and three
hedroom apartments perlect for Families o
groups of friends. We're in a modern ong
bedrosm complele with an exceplionally
will-equipped Gumilv-sized kitchen,
spacious living area, large bathroom and
wrap around taleony with glimpses of the
palm-lined ooean. There's also, of course,
alreonditioning — a must in Cabms; while
for those who would prefer to oool off in
witler, the Residences has its own intimate
pool next to an imdoor kids space. in
athliLbon Lo Uhe hode]'s maln pool

In the morming. we hit the hotels
sizeable gym for a quick weighls session
and a fesw minute s on o of The Treadmal ls

then it's a chobee of where to o for
Brreaklast. Carrmes loves a monming mweil aod
s il weell wilh cales like e ecleclic wnd
contemporary Candy on Grafton 5t a top
pick (order the $panish beans), alongside
thi heauti fully appointed The Charmbers on
spence St in an ald hamk boild ng where 5
ool d brew codfies goess down a treat.

Crr o can simply roll oat of bed and
head downstiairs to Bailey's sivnature
steakhouse COCs Bar & Gnll, which also
serves up breaklast util 10.30am, with the
likes of croisdants, pastries, potbed muesh,
tropical fruits and a fesw hot options. But
CCs ds perhaps hest saved for dinner, with
theslick and sophisticated venue priding
itsell on serving the finest local beel from
dry and wet-aged to grass-fed and grain-fed
cuts usually from the Atherton Tablelands
Chur wearler here is exceptiomal, boasting an
in-depth knowledpe of the menu and
making recommendations of local
delicacies like the Atherton red claw, which
may just be as good as the signature steak.

For a more casual affair, Cairms is a
melting pot of Mavours with cheap and
cheerful Chinese cateries sitting alongside
top-notch vegan joints, lively and fun
Italian trattorias, mad Mexican hangouts
and more. All are just a leisurely stroll from
the hotel, or trvellers can hire a car from
the Cairns airport and go exploring the
fiwind bow] that is the Atherton Tabddands

Crystalbrook Bailley in Caims, left apas at
Pachamama, steak at CC's Bar & Grill: and
inside one of the Residences at Bailey.

 BOOK ITNOW

Rooms at Crystalbrook Bailey starting
from 3205 per night for an wban king
crystalbrookcollection.com

Ahout a H)-mimute drive from the CETY
there's a clutch of distilleries, mcluding
Eventide Hills, Wild River Mountain and
the award-winning Mt Uncle, plus coffee
progducers, dairies, wineries and more. Or
huzad north to the idvllic Palm Cove, whene
acclaimed chel Mick Holloway serves up
gourrned hites on the heach at Mo N We're
seated on the restaurant’s deck outside
under blue skies and swaying palms, the
Pacific just a stone skip away. Sipping chilli
and passlonirult margaritas and nibbling on
mizo-buttered barbeooe com, we
conlemplale whether there’s a Queensland
diming destination with a bether view

You can keep heading north to the
ragheal seaside town of Port Douglas
aflutter with bustling restavrants. boutiques
ard thriving brewery Hemingway's all an
hour out of Caims, or relax back at Bailey,
kndsving there's a wine bar on the greund
Aoor ready with some of the world's best
vine, and Pachamarma on the roollop with
carafies of sangrin and those Latin beats
The wriler was a guest of Tourksm Tropical
Morth Queensland



