
 

 

Crystalbrook Collection Hotels and Resorts Appoints  
Kelvin Dodt as General Manager of Adelaide Hotel 

Crystalbrook Sam 
 

 
 

Sydney, Australia - 1 July 2026: Crystalbrook Collection Hotels and Resorts has appointed respected 
hospitality executive Kelvin Dodt as General Manager of Crystalbrook Sam, the group's first South 
Australian property ahead of the luxury hotel’s opening in Adelaide later this year.  

With more than 20 years' experience across Australia's hotel, tourism and integrated resort sectors, 
Dodt will lead the pre-opening and launch of Crystalbrook Sam, one of Adelaide's most anticipated new 
hotels, as Crystalbrook Collection brings its personality-led, responsible luxury approach to hospitality 
to South Australia for the first time. 

Dodt joins Crystalbrook Collection from The Star Brisbane, where he served as Chief Operating Officer 
and led the pre-opening planning and launch of the $3.6 billion Queen's Wharf development. His career 
with The Star Entertainment Group also included senior leadership roles as Chief Operating Officer of 
Treasury Brisbane and General Manager Hotels, Queensland. Prior to this, he spent more than a decade 
with Accor and Mirvac Hotels & Resorts in operations, commercial and resort leadership roles. 

Commenting on the appointment, Crystalbrook Collection CEO, Geoff York said: 

"Crystalbrook’s arrival in Adelaide marks an exciting new chapter for the group, and Kelvin brings exactly 
the experience we were looking for as we prepare to open our first South Australian property. He has 
an exceptional track record leading major hotel openings, building high-performing teams and 
delivering outstanding guest experiences, making him the ideal person to lead Crystalbrook Sam." 

Dodt added he is delighted to join Crystalbrook Hotels and Resorts at such a pivotal moment for both 
the group and the city: 

"Opening a new hotel is a rare opportunity, and Crystalbrook Sam is set to become one of Adelaide's 
most exciting new hospitality destinations. I'm thrilled to be joining Crystalbrook Collection at such an 
important stage of the journey and building a passionate team that delivers exceptional experiences for 
guests from day one." 

"Adelaide's hospitality scene continues to go from strength to strength, and I'm looking forward to 
introducing Crystalbrook’s style of contemporary luxury to South Australia." 

https://www.crystalbrookcollection.com/adelaide


 

 

Located on Halifax Street in Adelaide's CBD, Crystalbrook Sam will feature 196 rooms and suites, a Level 
12 restaurant and bar with panoramic views across the city and Adelaide Hills, Eléme Day Spa, a gym, 
sauna, swimming pool, ground-floor café and bar, and flexible meetings and events spaces. 

Crystalbrook Sam is scheduled to open in late 2026, with expressions of interest for future career 
opportunities now open via https://www.crystalbrookcollection.com/careers.  

 

- ENDS - 

For further information or to request an interview, please contact: 

Anna Perestrello 

We Are Different 

Anna.p@wearedifferentpr.com.au 

0422 350 161 

 

About Crystalbrook Collection Hotels and Resorts 

Crystalbrook is one of Australia’s leading sustainably considered and innovative independent hospitality 

companies. Each hotel in the portfolio carries an authentic expression of its location, a passion for responsible 

luxury, considered design and a twinkle of fun for a uniquely enriching experience. 

Crystalbrook’s portfolio includes:  

• Crystalbrook Riley, Cairns, Queensland  

• Crystalbrook Albion, Sydney, New South Wales  

• Crystalbrook Byron, Byron Bay, New South Wales 

• Crystalbrook Bailey, Cairns, Queensland  

• Crystalbrook Flynn, Cairns, Queensland  

• Crystalbrook Kingsley, Newcastle, New South Wales 

• Crystalbrook Vincent, Brisbane, Queensland 

• Crystalbrook Sam, Adelaide, South Australia (opening 2026) 

• Crystalbrook Aurora, Canberra, Australian Capital Territory (opening 2027) 

• Affiliate hotel: Sydney Harbour Hotel, Sydney, New South Wales 

 

The Group also owns and operates a collection of sixteen restaurants and bars, three Eleme Day spas, and 

Crystalbrook Superyacht Marina in Port Douglas. 

 

Responsible Luxury 

Responsible Luxury and sustainability are at the forefront of the way Crystalbrook thinks and operates. At a 

glance: 

• Operating a single use plastic free environment. No plastic straws, water bottles or single use bathroom 

amenity bottles (in the past two years the Group has saved over four million plastic bottles from 

entering landfill) 

• Use of technology, such as in-room iPads and mobile check-in to create paperless environments and 

experiences 

• Use of recycled and upcycled materials. Examples include key cards made from recycled wood, coat 

hangers made from recycled paper and toothbrushes made from sugarcane and corn starch.  

• Working towards a target of sourcing 80% of fresh produce from within a three-hour drive of each hotel 

 

 

 

https://www.crystalbrookcollection.com/careers


 

 

Crystalbrook Collection and Ghassan Aboud Holding 

Crystalbrook Collection is the luxury hospitality arm of Ghassan Aboud Holding. Founded in 1994 by international 

entrepreneur and philanthropist Ghassan Aboud, Ghassan Aboud Holding is a diversified global conglomerate 

with a strong presence across key sectors including Automotive, Retail, FMCG, Hospitality, Logistics, Healthcare, 

Facilities Management, Catering, and Digital Marketplaces. Guided by its mission of “Building a better future, 

together” the group has, for over three decades, remained committed to innovation, excellence, and creating 

value-driven experiences for customers and partners. Headquartered in the UAE, with offices in Australia and 

Belgium, Ghassan Aboud Holding is well-positioned to serve diverse markets with agility and impact. 

 

 


