
 

 

Crystalbrook Collection Confirms Five-Star Hotel for Newcastle 

 

12 December 2018 

 

Crystalbrook Collection Hotels and Resorts has won the tender to acquire Newcastle’s iconic 

‘Roundhouse’ Council Administrative Centre and intends to convert the building into a luxury five-star 

hotel, ready to open in late 2020. 

 

The hotel is to be called Kingsley, a Crystalbrook Collection Hotel. The name follows a Crystalbrook 

Collection naming convention where each of their hotels is given a gender-neutral name and its own 

unique personality. The name Kingsley is a nod to Newcastle’s heritage and the city’s earlier name 

Kingstown dating back to 1804. 

 

This will be the first five-star hotel for the city of Newcastle.  Crystalbrook Collection CEO Mark Davie 

said he was thrilled with the result of the tender: “There’s really nothing like this building, it has a 

strong identity and connection to the city of Newcastle. I see a lot of potential. 

 

“We think the location, with the City Hall, the Civic Theatre, the Art Gallery and the War Memorial 

Cultural Centre right on the doorstep, makes it a perfect location for a five-star hotel.” 

 

Mr Davie said he had been watching Newcastle’s growth in recent years and felt strongly that 

Crystalbrook Collection should become a contributor to the future growth of the city. 

 

Initial studies indicated the ‘Roundhouse’ could accommodate at least 100 five-star hotel rooms. Initial 

renders developed by Newcastle’s Barney Collins of EJE Architecture also show the introduction of a 

rooftop restaurant and recreational area complete with a swimming pool.  

 

Lord Mayor Nuatali Nelmes hailed the landmark deal as a turning point in Newcastle’s history. 

 

"Great cities around the world provide truly great accommodation. And the mark of a great hotel is 

one done to a five-star standard. Crystalbrook’s decision to invest in Newcastle, when they could 

have invested anywhere in Australia, says so much about our city and how we are viewed by those 

living interstate and overseas.  

 



 

 

"I applaud Crystalbrook's vision in re-imagining the CAC's brutalist architecture. Reviewing their 

plans and renders, their vision for the building is an ideal adaptive reuse. In the space of less than 

two years, Newcastle will have a building that is both iconic and luxurious.”  

 

To date, Crystalbrook Collection has committed to investments in excess of $800 million in Australia 

including six luxury five and six-star hotels currently operating or under development. 

 

In the last quarter Crystalbrook Collection has opened Riley, a Crystalbrook Collection Resort in 

Cairns, the first five-star hotel to open in Cairns in over 20 years and acquired Little Albion, a 

Crystalbrook Collection Boutique Hotel in Surry Hills, Sydney. 

 

Renders developed and created by Barney Collins or EJE Architecture, Newcastle. 
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For further information, images or to arrange media interviews contact:  
 
Katie Malone  
Group Director, Marketing  
Crystalbrook Collection  
Surry Hills House  
Level 2, 10-14 Waterloo Street  
Surry Hills, NSW 2010, Australia  
M: +61 424 927 964  
P: +61 2 9048 4403  
E: katie.malone@crystalbrookcollection.com  
W: crystalbrookcollection.com 
 
Melissa Heneghan 
Marketing Specialist 
Crystalbrook Collection  
Surry Hills House  
Level 2, 10-14 Waterloo Street  
Surry Hills, NSW 2010, Australia  
M: +61 408 644 518  
P: +61 2 9048 4417  
E: melissa.heneghan@crystalbrookcollection.com  
W: crystalbrookcollection.com 

About Crystalbrook Collection 
Crystalbrook Collection is an Australian based tourism and hospitality group. Its portfolio consists of 
Crystalbrook Superyacht Marina, hotel and resort developments, a luxury lodge and a 90-foot motor 
yacht. 
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To date, Crystalbrook Collection has committed more than AU$800 million in tourism investments 
within Australia. 

Crystalbrook Collection and Ghassan Aboud Group 
Crystalbrook Collection is owned by accomplished entrepreneur and philanthropist Ghassan Aboud. 
Ghassan Aboud Group is a multi-business conglomerate engaged in automobiles, real estate, retail, 
bespoke catering, media and logistics. In business for more than two decades, the group operates 
from its global headquarters in the United Arab Emirates with offices in Australia, Belgium, China, 
Jordan and Turkey. 

The establishment of Crystalbrook Collection in Australia marks the groups substantial investment 
foray in the region - notably in the acquisition, development and management of hospitality, tourism 
and related assets. 
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